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CAPTAIN H. E. L. PoRTER writes . . . 

February 2. The weather in the Southern Alps seems to be turning 
over a new leaf anyhow temporarily. Two seasons running there 
has been quite a long spell when one could almost count on the morrow 
to be fine. This year. it lasted from about December 10 to January IS, 
and so was ideal for the host of young men enjoying their Christmas 
holiday. There was quite a concourse of them up at the Hermitage 
and they achieved a goodly tale of peaks. Three amateur parties 
ascended Mt. Cook by the ordinary route, and one bright lot, more or 
less accidentally got up my old enemy, Douglas Peak, from the E. 
They had started out for the N. peak of Haidinger, but passing along 
they noticed that the terrific schrund had a weak place, and the slope 
above was good snow instead of ice, while thanks to the absence of 
storms the final rocks were in perfect order. For the same reason the 
western buttress of Mt. Cook (Earl's route) was black and almost free 
from ice even below the ice-cap. It was ascended by Mr. Rayward 
guided by Mick Bowie (a very good performer), early in January, the 
first time for twenty-two years. 

Further south Stargazer 1 has at last been ascended, and Tutoko too
the latter by a new and more satisfactory approach to the final steep 
granite chimney. 

I myself, studiously avoiding the crqwded Christmas-New Year 
period, went up on January 3, and came in for the tail end of the good 
weather. Vic Williams and I had three good climbs : first the second 
ascent of Vampire by a new route; secondly La Perouse, an old 
antagonist defeated at last, but not a very attractive climb. Lastly we 
attacked Mt. Dampier over David's Dome, and failed about ISO ft. 
from the top, chiefly for lack of time ; we got on splendidly over 
David's Dome, and along the untrodden ridge beyond as far as the 
top of the rock-buttress below the final ice slope; this turned out 
much stiffer and steeper than we had expected from inspection : con
sequently we had no time to complete the business, as I had no intention 
of spending the night out somewhere on David's Dome in distinctly 
doubtful weather. As it was, we were out 18 hours and only got back 
to the new Gardiner hut with the last gleam of daylight. 

After that we went to the Haast hut, with the idea of inspecting 
the N. ridge of Dampier from Clark's Saddle, also so far completely 
virgin. But a furious nor-wester arrived, and we could hardly put 
our noses out of the hut. We retreated to the Hermitage, to give the 
new snow time to consolidate, and were on our way back again when 
we were diverted to assist in a rescue-party for an unfortunate man who 

1 See A.J. 43· Illustration facing 81. 
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had broken his ankle on Mt. Hamilton an accident directly due to 
inexpert use of crampons. I had never taken part before in a rescue
party ; I always thought it must be a frightful exertion, and I now 
know it! 

I am going over to the Franz Josef with my wife in a few days and 
return to Mt. Cook at the beginning of March to have another look 
at Dampier, but I am not at all hopeful of seeing its summit ! . . . 
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